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Volume  28  -July,  2002  Issue  -  Number  116 


A  Word  from  the  Editor 

The  new  scrip  book  is  here  at  last!  We  held  up  this  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK  in  order  to  announce 
the  arrival  and  provide  all  members  with  ordering  instructions  (which  are  inside).  Hope  you  order 
yours  soon  and  find  it  helpful  in  your  scrip  collecting. 

Also  look  inside  this  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK  for  information  regarding  our  upcoming  show  in 
September  and  new  auction  information. 


SCRIP  TALK 
P.O.  Box  444 
Loyall,  KY  40854-0444 


The  President  Speaking 

by  Jim  Lackey 


This  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK  is  late  by  design.  It  has  been  delayed  so  that  we  might  announce  the, 
arrival  of  the  new  book.  Your  editor  would  have  sent  it  out  earlier  but  I  asked  him  to  hold  off  as  lo 
as  possible  in  hopes  that  we  might  make  the  long  awaited  announcement. 


*4 


The  book  project  has  been  a  most  trying  experience  and  one  I  would  not  care  to  repeat. 


I  want  to  thank  the  committee:  Harold  Snodgress,  Jim  Singleton  and  Jack  Chapman  for  the 
many  hours  of  labor  they  expended  in  this  effort.  Thanks  just  doesn’t  seem  enough,  but  that’s  all 
they  expect. 


Hopefully,  we  can  now  turn  our  attention  to  other  club  matters  and  have  some  fun  in  the  process. 


Here’s  hoping  you  find  that  elusive  token  for  which  you  have  long  searched. 
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Good  News 

by  Jim  Lackey 


It  has  finally  happened.  The  new  scrip  book  is  now  available.*  This  has  been  one  of 
the  most  trying  projects  I  have  ever  been  associated  with,  but  I  hope  the  effort  was 
worth  it. 

Copies  may  be  obtained  from  Secretary  Bill  Stump  or  Treasurer  Crawford  Blakeman 
by  mail.  Addresses  appear  below.  They  will  also  be  available  at  each  NSCA 
meeting. 

Price  is  $40.00  +  $3.50  shipping  for  members;  $45.00  +  $3.50  shipping  for  non¬ 
members.  Dealers  interested  in  purchasing  10  or  more  may  write  either: 

Bill  Stump  or  Crawford  Blakeman 

P.O.Box  444  Box  536 

Loyall,  KY  40854-0444  Middlesboro,  KY  40965 

*  Second  edition.  Volume  three  (West  Virginia  listings  only) 


The  fall  meeting  of  the  NSCA  will  be  held  at  Pikeville,  KY  on  Friday,  September  27  and  Saturday, 
September  28,  2002 


The  Landmark  Inn  will  be  the  host  motel.  Call  1-606-432-2545 
or  1-800-831-1 469  and  mention  that  you  are  with  NSCA,  for 
rates. 

Walter  Fletcher  will  be  the  host  More  details  will  be  forthcoming 
in  a  later  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK. 


New  Auction  Chairman 


Jack  Chapman  has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the  NSCA  auction. 

New  rules  as  voted  by  the  executive  board  at  the  Bluefield,  WV  meeting  will  be  in  effect. 

•  Consignors  may  consign  up  to  20  pieces  or  lots.  (More  if  not  enough  are  received.) 

•  Lots  will  be  accepted  in  lower  R  ratings  if  the  total  rating  will  be  6  or  more.  (Example: 
R3.)  This  is  to  encourage  more  beginning  collectors  to  participate  in  our  hobby. 


1-R1  +  1-R2  +  1- 


•  Lots  up  to  50  pieces  will  be  accepted  as  1  lot  if  they  are  bagged  and  sealed.  They  will  not  be  opened  for 
inspection.  (Example:  50  pieces  R1  -  R2  -  R3,  etc.) 


•  Minimum  bids  are  discouraged.  If  you  specify  a  minimum  bid  and  the  piece  (lot)  does  not  sell,  you  will  be 
charged  a  commission.  If  you  do  not  set  a  minimum  bid  and  the  piece  (lot)  does  not  sell,  there  will  be  no 
charge. 


•  Individual  pieces  must  have  an  R  rating  of  6  or  higher. 

•  Consigned  pieces  (lots)  will  be  on  display  the  day  of  the  show. 


•  The  auction  will  start  promptly  at  2:00  pm  the  day  of  the  show. 


•  Mail  bids  will  be  accepted  until  one  week  before  the  show  date.  No  mail  bids  will  be  divulged  under  any 
circumstances. 


•  A  commission  of  10%  will  be  charged  on  all  pieces  (lots)  sold  and  on  those  that  are  not  sold  which  had 
minimum  bid  specified. 


•  All  pieces  (lots)  not  sold  will  be  returned  as  promptly  as  possible. 

•  All  winning  mail  bids  will  be  shipped  as  soon  as  possible. 

•  Payment  is  expected  as  soon  as  you  receive  your  merchandise. 

Consignors  -  Please  send  your  consignments  as  early  as  possible.  They  will  be  published  in  the  SCRIP 
TALK  the  last  issue  before  the  show.  It  takes  considerable  time  and  effort  to  get  these  ready  -  so  please  do 
it  early. 


Send  all  consignments  to: 

Jack  Chapman 

116  Chapman  Road 

Shady  Springs,  WV  25918-8740 

We  would  like  to  thank  Bill  Williams  for  conducting  this  auction  for  the  last  two  years.  This  is  a  time- 
consuming  and  thankless  job  and  we  appreciate  his  efforts. 


Jim  Lacke 


S.  O.  A.  FREE  AOS  FOR  MEM SERE*^ *<&'<?> *<?>*<?>“<& 

Free  Ads  arc  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  being  that 
they  are  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one 
mailing,  beadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the  current  issue  of 

SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  following  issue.  No  ad 
will  rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to 
SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  AbS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff, 
N.S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Orive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or 
E-mail  Steve@Ratliff.com  (Note:  +  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 

EXPLODER  TOKENS  WANTED.  Will  make  reasonable  offer  for  single  rare  piece, 
small  lot,  or  entire  collection!  Buy/Sell/Trade.  Joseph  Pierczynski,  324  S.  Fountain 
Avenue,  Ridgecrest,  CA  93555-4402  760-375-6776  + _ 

WANTED:  FORDSON  COAL  COMPANY  SCRIP,  Commissary  Stores  (H5a,  H5b,  15, 
and  Jl).  Write,  call  or  email  me  at  Darrell  Rainbolt,  1455  Short  St.,  Corydon, 
Indiana  47112-2200  812-738-2579  email  darrellrainbolt@peoplepc.com _ 

2  W.VA.  COAL  SCRIP  ONLY  $6.00  -  MY  CHOICE  -  Tow  stamps  gets  lists  or  4 
different  coal  scrip  different  companies  and  different  states.  Send  one  KY  coal  scrip 
(no  Bon  Jellico)  and  get  two  WV,  or  TN,  or  AL,  your  choice  of  state.  Have  up  to  25 
trades.  Sene  Miller,  3306  Startan  Ct.,  Louisville,  KY  40220  + _ 

MORE  AND  MORE  SCRIPTORS  ARE  USING  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  EMAIL  TO 
SEND  THEIR  FREE  AD  IN.  SEND  YOUR  FREE  AD  TO:  Steve@Ratliff .com _ 

DOUBLE  DENOMINATION  and  other  major  errors  wanted.  Top  prices  paid  for 
interesting  pieces.  David  E.  Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617.  E- 
mail  dave@turtlehilibanjo.com  + _ 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Send  57$  stamp 
for  free  sample  of  Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free 
Florida  token.  Check  out  the  new  Florida  Token  Society  web  site: 
http:/www.mratliff.com/fts/  -  you  can  join  and  pay  dues  on-line!  Will  Steve  Ratliff, 


sb*<b*rb*rb*r&*fb*N.S.C.A.  FREE  AOS  FOR  MEMBERS-**  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


RESEARCHING  COAL  COMPANY  HISTORY 

HELPFUL  HINTS 

By:  Crawford  R  Blakeman 

Alter  several  yean  of  avid  scrip  collecting,  it  became  apparent  to  me  that  learning 
the  history  behind  the  scrip  was  just  as  pleasurable  and  perhaps  more  important  that 
the  act  of  acquiring  and  the  possession  of  mine  scrip.  The  comments  1  make  here  are 
meant  as  somewhat  of  a  guide  to  those  collectors  who  would  like  to  delve  a  little 
deeper  into  the  history  of  mines  and  mine  scrip.  My  first  bit  of  advice  as  far  as 
history  is  concerned,  is  to  limit  your  field  to  what  you  would  like  to  research, 
probably  the  same  as  your  collecting  interests.  After  yean  of  “shrinking”  the  area  of 
interest  for  myself,  I  find  my  hands  full  with  three  counties  in  Southeastern 
Kentucky,  namely  Bell,  Knox  and  Whitley,  along  with  that  portion  of  Claiborne 
County,  Tennessee,  bounded  by  Bell  County,  Kentucky. 

It  is  my  belief  that  a  large  number  of  scrip  collectors,  new  and  old,  do  not 
understand  fiiUy  the  scope  of  Gordon  Dod rill’s  20,000  Coat  Company  Stores.  In  no 
way  do  I  intend  to  minimize  the  work  of  Dodrill,  nor  the  importance  of  his  book; 
truly  it  is  a  work  of  importance  and  a  valuable  tool.  One  must  note  however,  that 
Dodrill  did  not  primarily  intend  to  list  coal  mines  as  such;  as  the  title  of  the  work 
states,  “Company  Stores”,  not  mines.  A  great  number  of  mines,  many  issuing  scrip, 
were  not  listed  simply  because  there  was  no  record  in  the  Keystone  Directories  of  their 
having  a  company  store.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  Dodrill’s  only 
source  of  information  was  from  the  Keystone  Directories ,  and  these  not  before  1903  as 
stated  on  the  cover  of  his  book.  As  an  example  why  this  is  not  the  complete  picture, 
[most  of  the  mining  area  I  have  studied  began  years  before  1903,  causing  even  the 
I  complete  omission  of  many  scrip  issuing  mines.  Also,  if  Keystone  made  an  error,  it 
I  follows  that  Dodrill  made  an  error,  and  this  must  be  taken  into  account  In 
I  Kentucky,  and  probably  in  most  coal  producing  states,  the  Department  of  Mines  and 
I  Minerals  made  an  annual  report  to  the  Governor,  probably  the  most  factual  source  if 
I  information  to  be  had.  One  must  go  direct  to  the  “horses  mouth”,  the  Department  of 
I  Miners  and  Minerals,  to  see  the  microfilm  records.  Rarely  one  will  see  a  piece  of 
I  scrip  that  is  not  mentioned  in  Dodrill,  Ed  kins,  or  the  state  records,  in  which  case 
I  other  records  sometimes  help.  Telephone  directories,  R.  G.  Dun  Directories,  and  the 

■  like  sometimes  help.  Other  records  such  as  Geological  Surveys  and  even  newspapers 
lean  be  of  help.  Another  thing  we  have  to  thank  Gordon  Dodrill  for  probably  is  not 
I  known  to  most  scrip  collectors.  Gordon  worked  from  index  cards,  keeping  things 

■  such  as  names  of  officers,  dates  of  anything  relative,  such  as  the  company  being 

■  succeeded  or  itself  succeeding  another  company.  These  cards  were  given  to  NSCA, 
land  are  in  the  possession  of  the  NSCA  except  for  those  for  West  Virginia.  These 
I  cards  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  me,  perhaps  more  than  the  Dodrill  book  itself.  To 
Igive  you  an  idea  of  the  scope  of  some  research.  I  have  compiled  a  record  of  about  60(1 
I  mining  companies  in  Bell  County,  Ky.,  beginning  in  the  1800’s  until  about  1950. 

I  Somewhere  near  150  of  these  issued  scrip. 

Because  you  do  not  find  it  in  Dodrill  or  Edldns,  don’t  give  up.  If  you  find  out 
|  anything  about  Queen  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Williamsburg,  Ky.,  please  let  me  know! 
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The  story  of  “The  Well”  began  with  my  exceeding  good  fortune  in  meeting  Susan  and 
Hugh  Finley  at  the  NSCA  Spring  1998  meeting  at  Dunmor,  Ky.  Prior  to  that  time,  in  my 
scrip  hunting  for  20  years  I  had  managed  to  obtain  one  5c  piece  of  scrip  from  The  Procter 
Coal  Co.,  Red  Ash,  Ky.  At  Dunmor,  Hugh  Finley  showed  me  a  $1.  piece  and  asked  me  if 
it  was  of  any  value.  Upon  assuring  him  it  was  of  considerable  worth  and  very  rare,  he 
invited  me  to  come  to  their  home  at  Red  Ash,  near  Jellico,  Tenn  A  few  days  later  I  made 
the  trip  and  first  heard  the  story  of  “The  Well”.  Hugh’s  father  and  grandfather  had 
operated  The  Procter  Coal  Company  until  it  shut  down.  When  Hugh  was  a  young 
teenager,  52  years  before,  his  father  had  him  take  the  scrip  and  dump  it  in  a  60  foot  well. 
Most  of  the  subsequent  years  were  spent  in  California  where  Hugh  met  Susan.  They 
returned  to  Red  Ash,  bought  the  property  where  the  mine  had  been  and  made  their  home 
there.  Hugh  remembered  the  well,  although  there  were  5  wells  on  the  property,  but  there 
seemed  to  be  no  way  to  get  the  scrip.  An  agreement  was  made  with  a  local  welder  to 
share  50-50  if  he  could  find  a  way  to  remove  the  scrip.  An  ingenious  device  was  made 
making  it  possible  to  recover  most  of  the  scrip.  On  my  first  visit  Hugh  showed  me  the 
scrip  they  had  recovered,  and  to  say  I  was  overwhelmed  would  be  an  understatement.  It 
was  necessary  to  clean  practically  every  piece  and  while  most  of  the  aluminum  pieces 
and  some  brass  pieces  were  beyond  cleaning,  a  good  number  were  in  decent  condition.  It 
is  now  evident  that  the  Procter  store  redeemed  scrip  from  several  nearby  mines  in 
Whitley,  Knox  and  Bell  Counties  in  Kentucky  and  Campbell  County,  Tennessee.  Most  of 
these  “foreign”  tokens  were  of  small  denominations,  seldom  larger  than  25c. 
Approximately  20  mines  were  represented  other  than  Procter,  some  of  them  being  of 
exceeding  rarity.  There  are  approximately  20  different  tokens  from  The  Procter  mines, 
including  4  denominations  of  aluminum  tokens  “In  Meat”  from  Red  Ash,  and  4 
denominations  of  aluminum  tokens  from  Procter  Coal  Co.  Indian  Mountain  Store, 
probable  listing  Jellico,  Tenn.  As  a  group  the  rarest  tokens  are  the  aluminum  ones 
inscribed  “In  Meat”.  There  were  several  tokens  from  Campbell  County,  some  of  great 
rarity.  An  interesting  aside  is  the  fact  that  of  all  the  tokens  none  were  later  than  “good 
fors”,  no  system  scrip  whatsoever,  making  it  evident  that  these  tokens  were  of 
considerable  age  when  they  were  dumped  in  the  well.  A  few  months  ago  Hugh  sold  me 
the  last  scrip  he  had,  at  which  time  he  gave  me  permission  to  tell  the  story  and  to  use  his 
name.  Very  sadly,  at  that  time  he  had  already  been  suffering  from  incurable  cancer.  In  all 
of  my  life  I  have  never  met  a  more  ethical,  honest,  or  friendly  man  than  Hugh,  and  my 
deep  regret  is  that  I  did  not  know  him  sooner.  While  writing  this  article  I  have  learned  of 
his  death  and  my  sincere  condolences  go  to  his  wonderful  family. 


Crawford  Blakeman,  June  28, 2000. 


All  Coal  &  Lumber  Scrip 


W.Va.  Merchants  Tokens 


Civil  War  Tokens 


Pocket  Watches 


War  Relics 


U.S.  Coins  &  Currency 


Doug  Bumgardner 
A.N.A.  #50786 

Kanawha  Coin  Shop 

712  Fife  Street 


Charleston,  WV  25301 

Phone:  (304)  342-8081  Fax:  (304)  342-9401 

Web:  www.kanawhacoin.com 
E-Mail:  kanawhacoin@att.net 
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